
THE FOUNDING OF THE ANGLICAN CHURCH

IN NORTH AMERICA

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, Dearest Friends in the Lord:

I have been asked to speak for just a very few minutes about the founding vision and values of
this Province. I am honored, humbled, and privileged to do so.

In 1975 – fifty years ago – leaders of the Fellowship of Witness determined to found a
seminary for ministry and mission that could bring about the reform of the Episcopal Church.
That was their idea: a seedbed for Anglican missional leaders committed to the Bible as the
“ultimate rule and standard” of the Christian Faith. In retrospect, God’s idea was that it would
shape and gather men and women, lay and ordained, who, more than any other group, would
bring about the creation of the Anglican Church in North America. …Both Biblical and
Missional.

In 1999 – twenty-six years ago now – Presiding Bishop Leonard Riches of the Reformed
Episcopal Church sent his newest suffragan, Ray Sutton, to Pittsburgh, to Bob Duncan, who
had led the turn-around of a three-streams, rust belt Episcopal diocese, with a message: “The
only way Hitler was defeated in the Second World War was that the Allies came together.” “As
Anglican Christians, our only hope to defeat the Ruler of This World is that we separated ones
had to come together.” … Not only Biblical and Missional, but also United.

Then the Lord Himself acted sovereignly. Over the next five years He changed the hearts of
countless believers of the Anglican Diaspora. We had to come together. For more than 40
years faithful Anglicans had gone the way of the Reformed Episcopal Church, had been
splintering over denominational heterodoxy, prayerbook, and ordination of women to the
diaconate and presbyterate. By 2004, both the Common Cause Partnership and the Anglican
Communion Network had come together. A Common Cause Theological Statement was our
first fruit. It would become Article I of the Constitution of the Anglican Church in 2009.
Moreover, by 2004 the first of the Global life-boats had been launched by Rwanda and
Singapore (none will forget the consecrations for the Anglican Mission in America in January
2000), one of whose two bishops was here in Ambridge on Trinity’s faculty, the other of which
was the church-planting visionary, Chuck Murphy. By 2004, the VISION OF THE
MOVEMENT was set: Biblical, Missionary, and United. All decisions would be made with
reference to these three values.

VISION, ACCOMMODATIONS, VALUES AND ARTICULATED MISSION
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Two “Godly Accommodations” were unanimously agreed and written into the Constitution
and Canons at the Founding of the Anglican Church in North America in 2009. There was no
way to unity apart from these accommodations. First: Dioceses were free to be
complementarian or egalitarian as to the ordination of women to the diaconate and
priesthood, but the whole Church would be complementarian as to a male only episcopate.
Second: There would be overlapping diocesan jurisdictions as to the Reformed Episcopal
Church, the four Episcopal Dioceses (eventually five) that realigned, and the life-boats
emerging from Rwanda, Uganda, Kenya, Nigeria, Recife, and Southern Cone. While
discomforting to many, these godly accommodations are what has made our life possible, and
what, given our fruitfulness and growth, unlike any other North American denomination, has
consistently seemed to have had the Lord’s hand of favor.

Also “baked-in” to the DNA of our founding were these commitments: congregations as the
chief agency of mission; subsidiarity in practice (doing at the most local level that which which
it can be done effectively there); financing by commitment to tithing; dioceses that serve their
congregations and a province that serves them both; an inverted leadership pyramid where
what is at the bottom (the congregations) is at the top; a church that shapes, forms, includes
and empowers the next generation of leaders; and a province where conflict always seeks a
win/win outcome.

The final thing I would observe in this very brief summary of the early story that made us who
we are today is that in 2009 we also were given a way to articulate our mission as a Province. It
radically changed how we saw ourselves, what we talked about, what we were committed to,
and what continues to draw so many hungry souls to us: “We were and are called together to
reach North America [and the world] with the transforming love of Jesus Christ.” Our
proclamation would be that of uncompromised Biblical Truth, but our posture would be that
of radical and humble love.

That’s our founding story.
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