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Sample Screening Statement, adjust as necessary
//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
Have you ever:
Been arrested for, or convicted of, any crime involving child abuse and/or neglect, or had any such conviction expunged? 
Yes 
No
Been charged with child sexual abuse in a civil proceeding? 
Yes 
No
Committed an act of child sexual abuse? 
Yes 
No
Been diagnosed with any paraphiliac psychological condition, as defined by the American Psychiatric Association, including, but not limited to, pedophilia, voyeurism, or exhibitionism (except where such inquiry is prohibited or limited by applicable laws or regulations)?
Yes 
No
Has any other member of your household:
Been arrested for, or convicted of, any crime involving child abuse and/or neglect, or had any such conviction expunged? 
Yes 
No
Been charged with child sexual abuse in a civil proceeding?
Yes 
No
Committed an act of child sexual abuse? 
Yes 
No
Been diagnosed with any paraphiliac psychological condition, as defined by the American Psychiatric Association, including, but not limited to, pedophilia, voyeurism, or exhibitionism (except where such inquiry is prohibited or limited by applicable laws or regulations)?
Yes 
No
_______________________________	_______________________________	____________
Printed Name					Signature					Date
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//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
[This section covers the two main trainings (awareness and policy) and how to conduct trainings using a “Train-the-Trainers” model. Your Diocese will need to decide if you will offer the awareness training online through external programs, or in-person alongside your policy training. Additionally, you may choose to write your own awareness training. Once you have decided which format and curriculum to use for the awareness training, update this section with that information, being sure to retain the explanation of the process and why it is necessary.] 
There are two main components of training: awareness training and policy training. 
The most effective model for child abuse awareness and prevention policies is to hold interactive workshops in-person. Since so many in our culture (one in five) have had an experience of child sexual abuse, in-person workshops are often also a very helpful place for ministry and for healing. The topic itself is a difficult one for many to examine and those in attendance may need help in processing what they have learned or what the training has triggered. 
Workshop leaders should be equipped to provide information, support, and referrals and be trained through the Train-the-Trainers model established in your Diocese. This model is structured so that each church sends their trainer(s) to be trained by the Diocese, and the trainers then return to their home church to train clergy, staff, and volunteers. These trainers should demonstrate expertise in teaching while also exercising discernment and pastoral care for those who may be triggered by difficult content.
Once trained, the church representative trainer will provide instruction for clergy, employees, vestry, and Child and Youth Workers in their home church that mirrors the instruction offered by the Diocese, including:                                                    
Child Sexual Abuse Prevention Awareness Training 
[This awareness training is offered either through a Diocesan created and approved curriculum or by using a purchased training curriculum that has been approved by the Diocese, listed below. Once your Diocese selects its model, update this section with the program of choice and instructions on how to access it.
If the Diocese does not create their own awareness training curriculum, churches can easily utilize one of the online certification programs listed below.
Ministry Safe and Protect My Ministry offer online learning management programs that keep track of certification. Each congregation should appoint an administrator who will manage online users. Both of these offer discounts for ACNA churches (see below). Another option for small groups is Creating a Safe Environment, an in-person group curriculum (an updated version of Safeguarding God’s Children).]
Diocesan and Church Policy Training
The Diocesan and Church Policy Training should also be covered with clergy, staff and volunteers, either in-person or virtually. A committee should also be formed to review the policy and procedure manual and adapt it for your congregation. Check with an attorney to make sure that guidelines and reporting procedures conform to your state.
Online Options for Awareness Training:
MinistrySafe
MinistrySafe is a safety system designed to reduce the risk of child sexual abuse in your congregation. MinistrySafe provides online child sexual abuse awareness training, has sample policies and procedures that can be tailored to your particular situation, and provides training in skillful screening and guidelines for monitoring and oversight of the program. This program has been endorsed by the Anglican Church in North America and is its minimum standard.
A church’s Ministry Safe account will cost $100/year for ACNA churches and $5 for each person who successfully passes the test. To set up a MinistrySafe account, go to https://ms.ministrysafe.com/acna/. Be sure to register as an ACNA church and to sign up for the discount with ACNA2024 code (updated each year).
Protect My Ministry 
Protect My Ministry offers child safety training as well as background checks and free screening training videos, helping you fill in the gaps in risk management. Protect My Ministry covers protecting children from abuse through its online training and certification, and it also offers extensive resources for screening before the volunteer or employee even begins working with children. One of the unique benefits to Protect My Ministry is its social screening, designed to screen a potential worker’s social media accounts through a legal process reviewed by the Federal Trade Commission, intended to increase information received beyond background checks. Enrollment fees are waived and the per person cost is reduced if the organization indicates they are an ACNA church. For more information or to purchase: https://info.protectmyministry.com/acna.
Creating a Safe Environment
Creating a Safe Environment is a research-based, facilitator-led, video-based training program that is intended to be completed as a small group training within your church. From the publishers of Safeguarding God’s Children, by Praesidium, this Creating a Safe Environment curriculum offers case study videos that are watched as a group and discussed, covering additional topics that go beyond the basics of child protection, such as protecting against peer-to-peer abuse, red-flag behaviors, electronic communications, supervising high-risk areas, and how to handle the conversation when a child discloses abuse. The facilitator guide is a helpful resource for the trainer in each church to know how to navigate difficult conversation among adults, especially when they may be triggered talking about past abuse. For more information or to purchase: https://praesidium.lpages.co/case/. 
The Evangelical Council for Abuse Prevention
The Evangelical Council for Abuse Prevention is an organization that offers accreditation to churches and schools dedicated to the protection of children. This organization offers resources such as awareness training, and it also offers coaching for churches in the accreditation process seeking to improve their protection of children. For more information visit: https://www.ecap.net. 
For more information on any of these programs or this policy, please visit: ACNA Child Protection.
Once your online program is selected, update this section with that information, including registration codes and costs, and removing the rest.]
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