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Who will lead the church during this leave?

Bishop Julian Dobbs, who replaced Bishop Ray Sutton as Dean of the Province on Nov 15,
2025, will assume the canonical responsibilities and duties associated with the position of
Archbishop. You can read the Nov 17 Letter from Bishop Dobbs about this here (scroll
down to Resources)

What is an Inhibition?

According to our Canons, “An Inhibition is a temporary suspension of a Bishop (including
the Archbishop), a Presbyter, or a Deacon from the exercise of ministry, in whole or in
part, when one having authority under these canons believes, upon reasonable grounds,
that the accused has engaged in conduct upon which the accused may be presented and
that it is in the best interests of the Church to do so, pending an accusation, canonical
investigation, presentment, trial or voluntary submission to discipline...” (IV.6.9).

Who decides if an Inhibition is necessary?

The decision to inhibit the Archbishop rests with the the Dean of the Province. The
Dean must first obtain the written consent of four of the five senior active diocesan
members of the College of Bishops by date of admission (exclusive of the Archbishop,
the Dean and any Bishop who may recuse himself). The signed Inhibition of Archbishop
Wood is available here.

How long is the Inhibition?
According to the Canons, an Inhibition lasts for 60 days but may be extended until the
matters in question are resolved or the inhibiting Bishop otherwise lifts the Inhibition.

Will Archbishop Wood continue to be paid and receive benefits while he is
Inhibited?

Yes. An Inhibition does not denote guilt or innocence, so it would be premature to invoke
a penalty at this stage while charges are still being investigated.

How is the Archbishop’s Inhibition different from his Leave of Absence?

The Archbishop’s leave of absence was a voluntary suspension of the Archbishop’s duties,
including the exercise of ordained ministry, made by the Archbishop with the consent of
the ACNA’s Executive Committee and College of Bishops. An Inhibition is a formal,
imposed suspension from the exercise of ordained ministry in the ACNA for a defined
period of time (60 days, longer if extended).

Who will lead the Diocese of the Carolinas and St Andrews during this time?


https://anglicanchurch.net/news-and-updates-on-archbishop-woods-temporary-leave-of-absence/
https://anglicanchurch.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Inhibition-1.pdf

In his November 17 letter to the Province, Dean of the Province Bishop Julian Dobbs
clarified that, pursuant to the Constitution of the Diocese of the Carolinas, Bishop David
Bryan will serve as Acting Bishop of the Diocese of the Carolinas. The Rev. Canon Randy
Forrester has been appointed Priest-in-Charge at St. Andrews.

Are there any rules or restrictions placed on Provincial Staff during an Inhibition?
In an Oct 28 letter to the province Executive Director, Deborah Tepley, clarified that
since receipt of the presentment against Archbishop Wood on Oct 20, there has been a
clear separation between provincial staff and the Archbishop. On that day, Provincial
Chancellor Bill Nelson circulated a directive to the Executive Director (who, in turn,
shared it with the Executive Leadership Team) and Archbishop Wood clarifying that
Archbishop Wood would need to retain his own legal and communications counsel
regarding the charges against him. It also emphasized that it is the duty of provincial staff
to serve the province, and not the Archbishop.

Updates and additional information about the Archbishop Wood proceedings are
available on this webpage. You can also sign up to receive e-news here.



https://anglicanchurch.net/press-release-the-most-reverend-ray-sutton-submits-resignation-as-dean-of-the-province/
https://anglicanchurch.net/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Letter-from-ED-to-Province-.pdf
https://anglicanchurch.net/news-and-updates-on-archbishop-woods-temporary-leave-of-absence/
https://mailchi.mp/anglicanchurch.net/sign-up-for-our-email-list

