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We will travel through the land, from coast to desert to mountains, to visit the places where important Biblical events took 
place, and dig deep into the Scriptures in their original context to learn about God’s faithfulness to His people, in the past, 
present, and future.  Our tour includes sites from the Old and New Testaments as well as the history of modern Israel. 
In addition, we will learn about God’s work amongst believers in the land today.  Jesus will always be the center of our 
studies, as we seek a better understanding of His ministry, His place among the Jewish people, and the application of His 
teachings in our lives.

Caesera Maritima



Saturday, May 30        DEPART USA
Early morning fl ight departure from Atlanta Airport via Paris to 

Tel Aviv.

Sunday, May 31                         Arrival in the Land of Promise
We arrive at Ben Gurion Airport near Tel Aviv, where we will be 

met by our guide and bus driver for the trip. From the airport we 
will travel to our hotel on the Mediterranean Coast. Time permit-
ting, we may have an opportunity to stroll on the beach or swim 
before dinner. Later we will have a brief meeting for introductions, 
some orientation, and prayer. Overnight: Holiday Inn, Ashkelon, 
Mediterranean Coast

Monday, June 1 The Lives of the Patriarchs
We begin our journey by climbing 

up through the strategic lowlands 
into the Mountains of Judea, to 
the burial Cave of the Patriarchs in 
Hebron, where we will look at God’s 
covenants with Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob.  Next we shall continue 
in the steps of the Patriarchs to the 
southern desert region called the 
Negev in the Bible (a name it still carries today). Here we will visit 
a Bedouin site where we examine their nomadic culture in order 
to shed light on the lives of Abraham and the Patriarchs. Time 
permitting, our last stop will be Tel Arad, a pre-Abrahamic major 
city and later an Israelite fortress. We conclude our day travelling 
through the Judean Desert to our spa hotel on the Dead Sea, 
where we can enjoy a fl oat in the therapeutic mineral rich waters. 
Overnight: Isrotel Ganim Spa Hotel, Dead Sea

Tuesday, June 2  The Judean Desert - Seeking   
 Refuge in the Wilderness

Our theme today is the wilderness 
and what it signifi ed to the ancient 
Israelites. We begin our day at Mas-
ada, Herod the Great’s magnifi cent 
fortress palace in the desert, and the 
site of the last stand of the Zealots, 
a Jewish revolutionary group at the 
time of Jesus. From Masada we 
drive north to the beautiful subtropi-
cal oasis of Ein Gedi, where David hid from Saul. Depending on 
conditions, we can walk into the nature reserve and possibly to 
the waterfalls. We may see some wildlife, including the furry rock 
badger and the graceful ibex. We will also discuss the temptation 
of Jesus in the Wilderness. Our last site will be Qumran, likely 
the home of the Essenes, a First Century Jewish sect which may 
have infl uenced early Christianity, and the site of the most excit-
ing archaeological discovery ever made in Israel – the Dead Sea 
Scrolls. Later in the day we will travel north up the spectacular 
Syrian African Rift Valley, crossing the Jordan River before we 
arrive at our hotel on the shores of the Sea of Galilee. Overnight: 
Ma’agan Holiday Village, Sea of Galilee

Wednesday, June 3
AROUND THE SEA OF GALILEE 
 Daily Life and Religion in the Time of Jesus

Our day will be spent visiting various sites around the Sea 
of Galilee as we try to picture daily life and religion in the First 
Century, and seek to better understand the miracles and teach-
ings of Jesus in His original Jewish context. We will start the day 
at Chorazin, the well-preserved ruins of a typical Galilean village, 
where we study village life, Jewish religion, and the Pharisees. 
Our next stop will be the Mount of Beatitudes, traditional site of 
the Sermon on the Mount, where we will consider the Kingdom of 
God in Jesus’ teachings. After a short walk or drive down the hill 
we will arrive at Capernaum, the town where Jesus lived during 
the majority of His ministry. At lovely Tabgha, which commemo-
rates the multiplication of loaves and fi sh, and where Jesus met 

the disciples after the resurrection, we will enjoy a contemplative 
time on the shore of the Lake. Later in the afternoon we will visit 
Kibbutz Ginosar to see the “Jesus Boat”, a Galilean fi shing boat 
from the First Century. From here we will set sail for a boat ride 
on the Lake to enjoy the views and some worship, prayer and 
refl ective time.  After dinner we will meet with a local believer.  
Overnight: Ma’agan Holiday Village, Sea of Galilee

Thursday, June 4 Northern Israel – “Who Do Men    
 Say That I Am?”

Today we explore Northern Israel, 
one of the most beautiful regions of 
the country. We will seek to under-
stand what the Jewish people of 
2,000 years ago expected of the 
Messiah, and how that was fulfi lled 
in Jesus. We begin by climbing up to 
the magnifi cent Golan Heights. In the 
morning we will visit a reconstructed 
Talmudic village at Katzrin, where we will take another close look 
at life in New Testament times and the use of everyday imagery 
in Scripture. Next we will travel along the lower slopes of Mount 
Hermon – Israel’s highest mountain, and the most likely site of 
the Transfi guration. Our next stop is Caesarea Philippi, in the 
region where Peter made his famous confession that Jesus is the 
Messiah. Along the way we will pass Druze Villages before com-
ing to Mt. Bental, a lookout spot near the border with Syria and 
the area of the road to Damascus where the Apostle Paul met the 
Lord. Our fi nal stop is the Dan Nature Reserve, where we see the 
incredible archaeological remains of the OT city of Dan, includ-
ing the city gate from the time of Abraham, and consider ancient 
Israel’s apostasy. We will also enjoy a pleasant walk by a stream 
and discuss the meaning of “living water” in the Hebrew Scrip-
tures and Jesus’ teaching. Overnight: Ma’agan Holiday Village, 
Sea of Galilee

Wednesday, June 5 Light to the Nations – Jews,   
 Gentiles, and the Messiah

Today we travel west and then 
down the coast, visiting a number 
of Biblical sites that testify to God’s 
faithfulness to His word, past, pres-
ent, and future.  Our fi rst visit of the 
day will be ancient Nazareth, Jesus’ 
boyhood home and place of His early 
ministry. We continue along the route 
of the ancient Via Maris to Megiddo, 
one of King Solomon’s cities, and according the Book of Rev-
elation possibly the assembly point for the armies marching to 
the battle of Armageddon. We then travel up the coast to Mount 
Carmel, with a spectacular view over the North of Israel, near the 
spot where Elijah confronted the prophets of Baal.  We complete 
our day at the fabulous ruins of the Herodian city of Caesarea 
Maritima, the site of the conversion of Cornelius and the loca-
tion from which Paul left the shores of Israel and set sail on his 
journey to Rome. From here we will travel to a lovely messianic 
kibbutz with a chance to stroll in their biblical gardens in the eve-
ning. Overnight: Yad Hashmona Messianic Village, Judean Hills

Saturday, June 6
IN THE STEPS OF JESUS 
Crucifi xion, Death, Burial and Resurrection

This morning  we will enter Jerusalem, the City of the Great 
King. Today we focus on sites related to the Biblical passages 
concerning Jesus’ last week in Jerusalem. Our goal is to un-
derstand why He was crucifi ed, how He was buried, and what 
it meant to the Jewish people of the First Century that He was 
raised from the dead. We begin our day with a panoramic over-
look of Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives, the site of Jesus’ 
ascension to heaven and His future second coming. After viewing 
a tomb from the time of Jesus, we will walk down the Mount of 
Olives to Gethsemane. Next we cross the Kidron Valley and enter 



Travel Arrangements by:

116 Lake Street
Ephrata, PA 17522
Tel: (800) 874-9330
Fax: 866-638-3630
E-mail: tours@mtstravel.com

the Old City through Stephen’s Gate, stopping to examine the 
remains of the Pool of Bethesda. Depending on the group’s inter-
est, we may walk parts of the Via Dolorosa, stopping at several 
of the places mentioned in the Bible, and arrive at the Church of 
the Holy Sepulcher, the most likely site of the burial and resurrec-
tion of Jesus. We end our tour with a refl ective time at a site that 
wonderfully illustrates Jesus’ burial and resurrection, the peaceful 
Garden Tomb. After dinner we will be treated to a short stroll for 
a rooftop panorama of the Old City and talk with the Director of 
Shoresh Study Tours. Overnight: Christ Church Guesthouse, Old 
City, Jerusalem

Sunday, June 7 Free Day in Jerusalem
Today is free for attending Christ Church worship services with 

an afternoon of rest, refl ection, shopping, or for the energetic, 
perhaps a walk on the walls of the Old City. Shoresh will provide 
a list of interesting options for those who want to explore on their 
own. Overnight: Christ Church Guesthouse, Old City, Jerusalem

Monday, June 8 Jerusalem in the Time of Jesus
 The Temple at the Center

Today will be devoted to learning 
about Jerusalem in Jesus’ day, when 
the Temple in Jerusalem was the cen-
ter of Jewish life. We will study how 
worship was performed in the temple, 
the Sadducees and Jesus’ attitude 
towards them, and generally enrich 
our insight into many important events 
in the gospels and book of Acts. 
An early start will take us up to the Temple Mount, where we’ll 
consider some of Jesus’ activities there, as well as the claims of 
Islam. After a visit to the Western Wall place of prayer, Judaism’s 
most holy site, we will take a trip to the subterranean Western 
Wall Tunnels to walk at what was street level in the time of Jesus. 
We then make our way through the Jewish Quarter of the Old 
City to see the Herodian Villas, the palatial mansions that were 
the home to the Sadducees, the ruling priesthood at the time of 
Jesus. We complete our day at the excavations near the base of 
the Temple Mount and discuss Pentecost on the Southern Steps 
where Jesus walked. Overnight: Christ Church Guesthouse, Old 
City, Jerusalem

Tuesday, June 9 The Restoration of Hope – A   
 Garland Instead of Ashes

Today we study both great tragedy 
and the wonder of the Lord’s redemp-
tive power. We will examine the sys-
tematic annihilation of six million Jews 
in the Nazi genocide, God coming to 
earth in the form of a man to save His 
people from their sins, and the loving 
witness of Christians committed to the 
Biblically prophesied physical restora-
tion and spiritual rebirth of the Jewish people. After breakfast, we 
travel to Yad VaShem, the Israel Memorial Museum to the Holo-
caust. Here we examine the spiritual and theological roots of the 
most notorious genocide in history and the connection between 
the Church, Jesus and the Jewish people.  From here we take 
the short drive to Bethlehem, where we will visit the Church of the 
Nativity, which marks the probable site of the birth of Jesus, and 
the “Shepherd’s Fields” where the angels heralded the advent of 
Messiah. At the end of the day, we will enjoy a tour of the Christ 
Church Heritage Centre to learn about CMJ’s 200-year history of 
ministry to the Jewish people. This evening we will expand our 
understanding of the role of the Lamb of God by celebrating a 
Jewish Passover Seder meal together, making Biblical connec-
tions to the “last supper” that Jesus shared with his disciples. 
Overnight: Christ Church Guesthouse, Old City, Jerusalem

Wednesday, June 10 Samaria: Ancien Israel
Today we journey into the northern homeland of the Patri-

archs, of the Israelites under Joshua, and later the breakaway 
Kingdom of Israel.  Sites visited will likely include Shiloh, Mt. 
Gerezim, Mt. Kabir, and an overview of Bethel. We will focus on 
our roots in the Old Testament, which are vital to our understand-
ing of the New Testament. Overnight: Christ Church Guesthouse, 
Old City, Jerusalem 

Thursday, June 11 To the Ends of the Earth
    We say farewell to Jerusalem and descend through the moun-
tains of Judea to the airport on the coastal plain to catch the fl ight 
home.

PLEASE NOTE:
• Itinerary and accommodation subject to change if condi-

tions necessitate.
• Some days involve a signifi cant amount of walking and/

or steep climbing. Every effort will be made to enable all tour 
members to fully participate at every site, but in some cases that 
may not be possible. 

NOTE: If paying by credit card there will be a 4% credit 
card processing fee

Tour Price from Atlanta GA: $4,078 per person based on 
two people sharing a room; $4,242 paid with credit card

Land Only: $2,335 per person based on two people shar-
ing a room; $2,429 paid with credit card

Single supplement $599; $623 paid with credit card

Register on-line at: 
http://events.SignUp4.com/ShoreshBeach2015

For more information & 
details about the tour contact:

Betty Shanks 
Email:  Betty@adots.org

Allison Beach
Email: AllisonHBeach@gmail.com

$500.00 per person is due by January 30, 2015.   Space is 
limited and refl ects special group rates.  
Deposits received after January 30, 2015 will likely incur ad-
ditional charges due to supplier contract terms.  $520.00 if 
payment by credit card



Tour Features and Conditions

Responsibility
   Menno Travel Service, Inc., D/B/A MTS TRAVEL, and their employees, agents, offi cers, 
shareholders and staff act only as independent third parties to connect customers with the 
various companies whose accommodations are utilized. Menno Travel Service, Inc., D/B/A 
MTS TRAVEL, its employees, agents, offi cers, shareholders and staff assume no respon-
sibility or liability in connection with the services of any train, vessel, carriage, automobile, 
airplane or other conveyance, anticipated to be used or which is used, either wholly or in 
part, in any travels. Menno Travel Service, Inc., D/B/A MTS TRAVEL, its employees, agents, 
offi cers, shareholders and staff are not and will not be responsible and the passenger fully 
releases Menno Travel Service, Inc., D/B/A MTS TRAVEL, its employees, agents, offi cers, 
shareholders and staff for and from any act, error or omission, or any resulting expense or 
any injury to person or property (including death), other loss, accident, or any delays which 
may be occasioned, by reason of defect in any vehicle or through neglect or default of any 
company or persons engaged in the conveying of passengers including but not limited to 
any steamer, airplane services or that of any other conveyance, or through any sickness, 
accident, weather, strikes, war, quarantine or other causes, and all such losses, injury and 
expenses must be and will be borne solely by the passenger.
   Prices and schedules appearing in this brochure are based on current schedules and tariff 
rates and are subject to change without notice. The tour operator reserve the right to modify 
the itinerary where deemed necessary or caused by changes in air or other schedules. The 
airlines and/or other transportation companies concerned are not to be held responsible for 
any act, omission or event during the time passengers are not aboard their plane or convey-
ance. The passage contract in use by the airlines concerned, when issued, shall constitute 
the sole contract between the airlines and purchaser of tours and/or the passenger.

CST 2013363-40,

Air Transportation: Air transportation is restricted to the 
services of any IATA carrier, in economy class based on nonre-
fundable fare. Travelers are responsible to provide their names 
as they appear in their passport. Ticketing will be made 30-45 
days prior to departure, after which there will be a charge for 
name corrections. Tour price includes current airline taxes and 
fuel surcharges, which are subject to change until ticketed. Tour 
participants are responsible for any increase in airline taxes or 
fuel surcharges imposed by the airline. 

Seat Assignments: Group seats are available approximately 
30 days prior to departure and are assigned at the airline’s 
discretion. Please advise your travel consultant of any special 
seating needs due to health or mobility. 

Accommodations: Based on two or more persons sharing 
a room in accommodations listed in itinerary, or similar. Single 
rooms are subject to availability at an additional charge. If a pas-
senger cannot supply a roommate, the passenger is responsible 
for the additional charge. 

Meals: In-fl ight meals and snacks are served according to 
airline policy. Breakfast and dinner will be provided daily.

Transfers and Baggage: Group transfers between airports 
and hotels upon arrival and departure are included in the tour 
price, including handling of one medium-sized suitcase per per-
son, not exceeding 62 dimensional inches (length plus width plus 
height) or weighing more than a maximum of 50 pounds. Due to 
limited luggage storage space on motor coaches, it is important 
that each person bring only ONE piece of checked baggage. In 
addition, a fl ight bag or overnight case may be taken, which must 
be handled by the passenger at all times. Baggage allowance is 
subject to change according to airline policy.

Sightseeing and Entrance Fees: Are included as indicated 
in itinerary, using private motor coach or other conveyance, with 
local guides where necessary. 

Tips and Taxes: Service charges and taxes on accommoda-
tions and tips to guides, drivers, and hotel staff are included. Tips 
for lunches and personal services are not included.

Not Included: Lunches and lunch tips, beverages with din-
ners, passport fee, travel protection insurance, checked baggage 
fees, and expenses of a purely personal nature are not included. 
Transportation from your home to departure city and return is not 
included. 

Deposit and Payment: Reservations can be secured with a 
deposit payment of $500 per person. You will be invoiced for fi nal 
payment, which is due March 31, 2015

MTS Cancellation Conditions: The cancellation conditions 
outlined below apply to all passenger initiated cancellations. 
Should circumstances require that the passenger cancel, writ-
ten notice of cancellation must be received by MTS TRAVEL a 
minimum of 100 days prior to departure to secure any refund of 
deposit funds. 

From date of deposit to and including February 19. 2015 • 
$100 per person service fee applies (see exception*)
From February 20, 2015 to and including March 31, 2015: • 
Full deposit ($500 per person) plus any unrecoverable fees 
apply
After April 1, 2015: No refund • 

Cancellation policies apply when cancellation occurs for any 
reason. There is no refund for any unused services or portion of 
the tour package. 

*Exception: When tour is cancelled by the tour host, a $25 per 
person service fee will apply.

Protect Your Investment: Travel insurance is available to 
cover medical expenses, trip cancellation/interruption, trip delay, 
missed connection, baggage and personal effects loss, baggage 
delay, emergency evacuation & repatriation of remains, and ac-
cidental death and dismemberment. Further information can be 
found on the MTS TRAVEL website at: http://www.travelguard.
com/mtstravel. If full coverage of trip costs is purchased within 14 
days of initial trip deposit, pre-existing medical conditions will be 
waived.

Passport, Visa & Health Requirements: A valid passport 
is required. If you do not have a passport, you should apply for 
one immediately. Information on obtaining or renewing a U.S. 
passport can be found at http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/
english.html. If you now have a passport, please verify that it is 
valid until December 8, 2015. A visa for is/ is not required for U.S. 
citizens. Non-U.S. Citizens are responsible to fulfi ll entry require-
ments for countries to be visited by contacting the appropriate 
consulates. No inoculations are required, but please check with 
your physician for his recommendation.

Rates & Fares Information: Rates are based on a minimum 
of 30 persons traveling together. Fewer tour participants will 
result in a price increase. The quoted tour price is based on the 
current rate of exchange. Fluctuation in the foreign exchange rate 
can result in price increase. 

Deviations: Any individual making a change in travel arrange-
ments apart from this group program will be charged a service 
fee of $100 per person, plus any additional air or land costs 
incurred. If you choose to make your own travel arrangements 
(not through MTS Travel), we are not responsible for any charges 
or cancellation fees you may incur at any time.

Tour Operator Itinerary Changes: The itinerary as outlined 
is an indication of sequence and sites to be included in the tour 
program. However, the tour operator reserves the right to alter 
or change the itinerary and/or the sites included should it be 
deemed necessary due to local conditions, time restrictions, or 
other circumstances.

Traveler Safety: In the ever-changing world situation, MTS 
TRAVEL recommends personal monitoring of news about your 
destination. For the latest country information from the U.S. Dept. 
of State, please visit www.mtstravel.com and click “U.S. State 
Department Travel Warnings” in the middle of our home page. 
For the MTS Philosophy of Travel, please check on one of the 
following websites: 

Disabilities: Guests with disabilities or dietary restrictions 
should inquire in advance about whether their needs can be ac-
commodated.

Please read all Tour Features and Conditions carefully. Payment of tour deposit constitutes acceptance of these conditions.



Reservation Form
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May 30 - June 11, 2015
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Electronic Registration is available at: http://events.SignUp4.com/ShoreshBeach2015

Please complete and mail this form, along with your deposit of $500 per person (make checks payable to MTS Travel)
 to MTS TRAVEL, 116 Lake Street., Ephrata, PA 17522 or complete the credit card payment information below.

(Please Print)

Name 1 (as it appears on passport):        Name 2 (as it appears on passport):  

         

Nickname for name badge:     Nickname for name badge: 

Address:  

City, State, Zip:  

Phone:  (evening)      (days)           Cell:

E-mail:         E-mail:    

Birthdate:   Birthdate: 

Passport Copies: Please provide a clear copy of the photo page of your passport. 

SkyMiles Frequent Flyer Number:  

Special Dietary Requirements:  

Airline Seat Requests:  

Do you need connecting fl ights?:   Yes     No    From where? 

Room Type:      Twin (Two single beds) Rooming With: 

      Double (one double bed)

      Single with a supplement of $599 by check      $623 by credit card   

Air and Land -   $4,078 by check     $4,242 by credit card             Land Only -  $2,335 by check          $2,429 by credit card

Travel Protection Insruance-check one               

     Please send me a quotation for travel insurance.      

       I do not wish to be covered by travel insurance.

Please Charge:       Deposit $_______ x $.04 credit card fee= $_________Total Charge

     Mastercard    Visa    Discover    American Express
Name as it appears on card (printed): 
 
Card Number:  Exp. Date: 

Signature:     Security Code: 

Archbiship Beach ZTSHOR68ECST 2013363-40

  I have read the Tour Features and Conditions for this tour and agree to the terms listed therein. I understand that the 
airline tickets or air tours I am purchasing are subject to supplemental price increases after the date of deposit due to addi-
tional charges imposed by a supplier or government. I acknowledge that I may be charges additional sums by MTS TRAVEL 
to offset increased fees, fuel surcharges, taxes, and fl uctuations in foreign exchange markets or any combination thereof. I 
hereby consent to any post-purchase price increases. MTS TRAVEL has offered the option of purchasing travel insurance, 
and I take full responsibiity for my decision to purchase or not.

Signature: 


